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Welcome

We are passing through a historically unfortunate year. Almost all
aspects of human activity are curbed by a rapidly spreading disease.

Even in such times Protima, a fledgling cultural organization based in
Toledo area of Ohio has remained robust in its pursuit of Bengali
culture.

We take pleasure in presenting our annual compilement of literary and
art work. For the first time this will be entirely online to facilitate access
since physical distribution will not be feasible.

We are indebted to our contributors around the world.

The demon is always within.

The goddess is always within.

The battle too, is always within.

And so is the triumph of one, over the other.

Which one, over which one?

That choice is also, somehow always within.
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Year of Rebirth — A Vision of the Future World

ANIRUDDHA BOSE Kolkata, India.

With the globe swamped by a pandemic we are left with two options — live daily
in fear, oblivious of the providence or delve deep into self-audit. Why this
debacle? What went wrong for this microscopic Corona virus to cruelly shake the
world. Change is a dynamic process occurring continually. But major ones come at
certain periods with a specific purpose in the global ensemble. Before we dig into
its merits and demerits, time to look at its past, evaluate the present and envisage
the future.

Though a mythology, the fable of Noah is depicted in most of the primeval
literature. In Abrahamic religions, in the Book of Genesis (Chapter 5to 9) in
Hebrew Bible, Noah was depicted as the 10th and the last of the pre-flood
patriarchs. According to the Genesis account, he toiled loyally to build an Ark at
God's command, finally saving not only his own family, but mankind too. In
addition to the Book of Genesis, Noah is cited in the Hebrew Bible, in the First
Book of Chronicles and those of Tobit, Wisdom, Sirach, Isaiah, Ezekiel, 2 Esdras, 4
Maccabees. In the New Testament, in the gospels of Matthew and Luke, the
Epistle to the Hebrews, 1st Peter and 2nd Peter. Noah was extensively elaborated
in the Quran (Surahs 71, 7, 1, and 21) which contains forty-three references of
him or Nuh. Strah Nuh, especially the story of the Deluge is named after him. His
life is exposit in Islamic annotations and folklores. In Islam he is described as the
‘True Messenger of God’ (XXVI: 107) and ‘Grateful Servant of God’ (XVII: 3).

Though the origin might’ve been during the reigns of the archaic kings (65,000 BC
to 18,600 BC) there isn’t any conclusive evidence. It was first described in the
earliest Sumerian Gilgamesh poems as early as the Third dynasty of Ur (2100—
2000 BC) and the restitution of order by the First Dynasty of Isin. Later it was
compiled in the Epic of Gilgamesh (2700 BC) as the Utnapishtim. The
Mesopotamian Gods were infuriated by human noise from the earth. To quell
them they decided to send a great flood. Noah is also described in Ancient Greek
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mythology as Deucalion, the son of Prometheus and Pronoia. In our Hinduism the
story of Lord Vishnu and King Manu in Matsya Purana is a depiction of the same.
He is described in Rabbinic Judaism. The Baha'i Faith regards the ark, flood to be
symbolic. Their belief was only Noah's followers were spiritually alive, protected
by the ‘ark’, the rest spiritually dead. Their scripture Kitdb-i-igdn endorses the
Islamic belief that Noah had numerous companions on the ark, with his family. He
preached for 950 (symbolic) years before the flood.

The basic significance is the prophetic omen were those who obeyed Him would
be rewarded, those not would be penalised. This is an echo of our Bhagavad Gita:

‘Yada Yada Hi Dharmasya, Glanirva Bhavathi Bharatha,
Abhyuthanam Adharmaysya, Tadatmanam Srijami Aham
Praritranaya Sadhunam Vinashaya Cha Dushkritam
Dharamasansthapnaya Sambhavami Yuge-Yuge’

Which means, whenever there is decay of righteousness O! Bharata, a rise of
immorality, | manifest Myself! For the protection of the good, for the demolition
of the wicked and for the founding of virtue, | am born in every age (Bhagavad
Gita Chapter IV 7-8). It’s an echo of the end of the Third Dynasty of Ur (2004 BC)
with the restoration of order by the First Dynasty of Isin in the Mesopotamian
flood myth.

Mythology has a covert message amid a storyline. People read them as a story.
Seldom they imbibe the furtive message. They plunder the world, engage in wars,
destroy Nature and fight for absolute global monarchy. They forget the misery
they impose in their zeal for supremacy destroying the Mother Earth. ‘Dharma’
isn’t about religion, it’s about virtue. That is, what’s right for the Mother Earth to
uphold its harmony or energy balance. Faced with a disaster the arrogant,
haughty humans are tossed into a vortex of eddies, only to forget why it occurred
in the first place. They continue in a similar stride until another disaster re-strikes.
Only a few ponder the rationale of the Mother Earth. Noah’s story might be a
fable. It teaches a vital truth. Those who obey ‘dharma’ or virtue would be saved
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from such a calamity or in other words abide by the laws of Nature. The paradigm
is universal than focal.

In my hypothetical geo-economic global thriller Pursuit written in 2012, | echo
this truth through the words of a blind Buddhist monk Panchet Dzongpa “Nature
has its own course. So does history. Energy balance of earth is in dynamic
equilibrium. Whenever it goes topsy-turvy Nature plays its role. The global
resources are limited. Demands are steeply rising. To maintain the equilibrium,
either resources need increase or demands curbed. No way natural resources
could be escalated. To bring equilibrium the demands have to be curbed. Several
ways by which this could happen. Natural disaster, war or earthquake. Death is
inevitable to maintain the equilibrium”

A harsh truth often ignored. History highlights its varied forms of manifestation.

Natural disaster is a major adverse event due to earth’s natural process. It could
cause loss of life or damage property, and usually leaves some economic damage,
its severity depending on the affected population's resilience with the available
infrastructure. These could be geological disasters as avalanches, landslides,
earthquakes, sinkholes or volcanic eruptions. Or hydrological ones as floods,
tsunamis or limnic eruptions. Often it presents as meteorological ones as cyclonic
storms, blizzards, hailstorms, ice storms, cold or heat waves, droughts,
thunderstorms or tornadoes. Sometimes as wildfires and space disasters. History
has seen a series of the worst disasters as Antioch earthquake of the Byzantine
Empire (Turkey)(526), Haiphong Typhoon in Vietnam (1881), Bhola Cyclone in East
Pakistan (Bangladesh) (1970), Haiti earthquake (2010), Shaanxi earthquake
(1556), Typhoon Nina, China floods (1931), Yellow River flood (1887), Tangshan
earthquake (1976), Haiyuan earthquake (1920), Great Chinese famine (1958 to
1961) the latter ones in China. These were few of the deadliest natural disasters.

Humans lodged wars not for survival, but their intrinsic greed for power, control,
supremacy or economic gains. Numerous wars causing loss of lives were fought
from the ancient, medieval to modern times. To name a few French Wars of
Religion (1562-1598), Thirty Years of War (1618 to 1648), War of Spanish
Succession (1701 to 1714), Napoleonic Wars (1803 to 1815), Taping Rebellion
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(1850 to 1864), Dungan Revolt (1862 to 1867) and of course the World War Il
(1939 to 1945) had caused considerable loss of human lives.

Likewise, the pandemics also added to the ‘floods’ of Noah’s mythology. Of them,
The Plague of Justinian (541 to 542), Black Death (1346 to 1353), Third Plague
(1855 to 1860), Spanish Flu (1918 to 1920), Smallpox (1877 to 1977) had the
greatest toll on human lives. Now with the advent of the Covid19 pandemic we
are in the midst of another calamity.

The message of Mother Nature is clear — the global dynamic equilibrium is lost.
Nature has resorted to preserving its balance. This would entail a healthier, safer,
cleaner environ eventually leading to a global shift.

In my view, in addition to Nature’s purification, it’s aimed at a global shift of
energy. We are aware of the different forms of energy as chemical, mechanical,
electrical, light, radiant, thermal, nuclear, motion, sound, elastic and gravitational
energy. New energy sources are being explored. With natural resources shifting
paradigms, this is a juncture of shift towards new sources. Fossil fuel would soon
be depleted. Are we looking for a nuclear fission energy or aiming to harness
fusion energy? Wind, tidal, solar, geothermal, biofuel have their limitations. Or
would the world evolve to the Vimana ages of Laghima or levitation (anti-gravity)
by use of super-conductors? The prediction of new energy source eruption due to
collision of the global plates in the Himalayan belt was already predicted in my
book Pursuit. Only time has the answer.

The aim of Nature is for the flourishing of a new world in a pollution-free environ
with new sources of energy for a healthier living. Lord Alfred Tennyson might’ve
been right in his Morte d'Arthur poem:

‘The old order changeth, yielding place to new,
And God fulfils Himself in many ways,
Lest one good custom should corrupt the world’

In light of the present, whether it could be termed as a ‘good custom’, is
something that needs re-assessment in a new light. Whatever be its
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nomenclature, an imminent change is on the cards. The Biblical myth of a Damien
might be the saviour of 21st Century. As the world prepares for a new Damien, we
notice the 666 has already subtly morphed to its new form WWW. With the net
boom its practical application in pandemic has increased. In a way, it’s subtly
compelling people to go digital. In all possibility, that would take over the reins
with the restrictions of human contact.

Economic scenario would also see a shift from past energy sources to a fresh crop
of new ones, resultant financial crunch the prime cause. With the shift of global
geo-economics, the political scenario is likely to change. Amid the failed isms, a
new ism could emerge carving the path of a new era. Political monopoly in the
form of man-made bodies as the United Nations might fall apart or be baptized in
a new mantra, both in structure and form, to one of true service to mankind. The
old cultural milieu could well dissolve bringing forth new ideas, more productive
than its predecessor. A shift to a digital form away from its physical nature most
likely. The scientific arena could see new innovations catering to the rebirth.

Politicised religion, responsible for numerous deaths over centuries could witness
its demise with the birth of a new Messiah chanting the mantra of humanity, so
far in oblivion. Humanism could take over from the varied forms, history
witnessed so far. With the time in quarantine, people now have enough
opportunity to dig inwards, to purify their soul from extraneous vices. It would
trigger the inner energy on the concept of Soham, a putative mantra which means
‘I am He’ or fusion of individual with the Mass Universal Energy, a step towards
ascension to the Saturnine path of salvation or energy fusion accepting its
transmuted form.

It hails a rise of the phoenix from the ashes of the present. There isn’t an easier
way of learning for resurgence. It’s a rigid, tedious way to perfection. Only with
self-audit, self-actualisation and rectification of past errors, a New World could
emerge from reverie to reality, even it involves a colossal sacrifice.
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A first generation's lullaby of loss

RUCHITA COOMAR Monroe, M|
MIC Columnist

“Ruchi, how do you live like this? How

will you get married?” my mother shook “The song of my dissent climaxed, with me,
the melodist, stringing together an anthem

of independence”

her head, sifting through the ruins of my
room. A dissonant pitch filled the air.
Being young, messy rooms, disheveled
hair and an outspoken voice were the
products of my outright opposition. | sat Ruchita Coomar

MiC Columnist The Michigan Daily

in the only cleared portion of my room,
shoulders firm, head high, basking in the glory of my rebellion.

Growing up in a South-Asian household posed a life long ultimatum, as concepts
of independence and traditional notions of womanhood often felt mutually
exclusive. Every invitation from my mother to cook had to be accompanied by an
elaborate scheme to shape me into a domestic role. My mother’s requests of
tabling out chai and chaat to guests were indirect requests to jeopardize my
autonomy. The song of my dissent climaxed, with me, the melodist, stringing
together an anthem of independence.

In college, | stand now, softer, more resolute in my self-determination. | go home
for the holidays and see the lines in my mother’s face. Older, tired, she no longer
invites me to harmonize. My shoulders hunch. | lean forward with the weight of
loss shrouding me. | sit with a solemn understanding of my “choice,” as
generations of tradition have now been drowned out by my stanzas. Now, | sit, in
messy rooms, empty kitchens, a delicate dirge sinking into my skin.
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THE HOMECOMING

DR KIRTI PARIKH, VADODARA, INDIA

Suchitra was returning to her own home after six long years. With such great
fondness she had decorated the interiors of the house! She was all alone when she
had left the house but today she had the full support of Swami Purnananda.
Perhaps Salil and Kanan were waiting eagerly for her arrival. She increased her
pace. Her thoughts were also marching apace.

Some twelve years ago it was that she had first met Salil. Both were in the same
college. Suchitra was then a beautiful teenager from an affluent family, well versed
in sports and music. She was, however, only mediocre in studies, whereas her
classmate Salil was extra ordinary in studies and sportsman par excellence. But he
was from a financially weak family and therefore he was very simple. That way, Salil
and Suchitra were opposite poles in life. But then opposite poles attract, don’t
they?

They married a year after passing out, after they both had got good jobs. For two
years after marriage they were like birds flying in distant sky. So full of life, so full
of pleasure! Salil was busy in his job but Suchitra was active in several fields beside
the job. She attended parties, musical evenings, cricket and football matches.

However the time for Sucitra to curtail those activities had arrived now. She was
blessed with a daughter in the third year of her marriage. A great tragedy struck
the couple at the birth of their daughter. Doctors told them that their daughter
Kanan had Down’s syndrome, a genetic disorder resulting in retarded growth. She
would not be able to study like others of her age, nor look after herself. Salil
consulted several doctors but their verdict was the same.

Salil and Suchitra busied themselves in her care as any crisis must be faced squarely.
Gradually the baby girl’s deficits became obvious. At age two years, Kanan was
taking up a lot of Suchitra’s time though she had domestic help from maids. Salil
was busy in his professional career but Suchitra felt her wings had been clipped.
She could tolerate it somehow but when Kanan was four years old her stress
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started revolting. She had disputes and arguments with Salil for minor reasons. She
suggested that they should “put Kanan in a hostel for retarded children. It meant
spending a few thousands rupees, that’s all”

But Salil opposed it tooth and nail. “one should not shirk from one’s
responsibilities” said he. After a bitter argument, one day she said “You stay with
your daughter if you must. | am going away. | have my own life to live” Salil did not
stop her. She rented a house at the other end of the city and began enjoying her
life and job with a sense of freedom. Salil arranged a full time nurse to look after
Kanan.

However, several months and years later, Salil was feeling lonely in his own home.
Whom would he ask for a cup of tea after a hectic day at the office? And Kanan’s
problems were increasing by the day. Gradually, Salil was besieged by depression
and tension. He turned to various vices to overcome them. However, alcohol and
other vices offer only a temporary relief. Salil was finding it hard to look after Kanan
now. As a last resort he considered putting her in a hostel for retarded children. He
talked with the warden and requested that he be allowed to see her every Sunday.

Salil was now absolutely alone. On the other hand, Suchitra was busy in her various
programmes. But she was harassed by a feeling of guilt and lack of peace. It was on
one such evening that a colleague of hers, in her office suggested to her “You go to
Swami Purnananda’s Centre for yoga and meditation”. She started going to the
Centre often and thus came to know him from close quarters. One day she told him
her mind’s turbulence, how she remembered her dear Kanan etc. The Swamiji told
her “If you miss her so badly, why don’t you go to see her one day?” She rang Salil
that same day. Without a preamble, she asked “I miss Kanan very much. When can
| come to see her?” Salil, wonderstruck, said “oh | have put her in the hostel which
you had mentioned. | will talk with the warden. He will let you talk with her.”

Suchitra cried a lot on meeting Kanan. She told it all ad verbatim to the Swamiji. He
replied “You wanted to admit her into a hostel years ago. Now that she is there you
are so unhappy. And Salil who then wanted to never separate from her has been
compelled to admit her there. | don’t see anybody’s fault in this. | see it merely as
coincidences. You go to Salil, talk with him and take her to your home.”
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Next day, Suchitra met Salil “Salil | wish to take Kanan to my home, May I? | realize
my mistakes. | repent and | want to redeem.”

Salil said “Instead of Kanan going to your home, | suggest both you and Kanan come
back to our home. | have put Kanan there with a heavy heart. Come back please.
And yes, when you come home this Sunday, please bring the Swamiji here to bless
our new beginning.”
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THE FRESH MARKET PATRON

Kaushik Bagchi Albany, NY

This story is an allegory of an alcoholic seeking or urged to seek rehabilitation; or, more
generally, a sinner seeking validation or redemption. If you read it again with this in mind, you’ll
see what | mean. Each character symbolically represents something more profound than what’s
presented face value.

So, | was commissioned to go to The Fresh Market, much to my opposition as the
prices there are way too high and | could care less about the organic stuff. The
pesticides never aggravated my tremor in the operating room, anyway. At my
wife’s behest, | had to buy the pre-cut salmon filets, which cost quite a bit more
than the usual bulk slab. Last time, my wife didn’t have the courage to request the
Millenial fish butcher to kindly cut the huge slab into 5 pieces. Would’ve been
cheaper. But | think she feels for the lad. | can only try to explain this new
precedent by saying my dear wife forgot to get her usual affluenza shot at the
doctor’s.

| was thinking of asking Freddy to smell the fish to make sure it was as fresh as its
namesake distributor. He may not have thought it funny. And he had a mask on,
so he couldn’t. Maybe his union forbade him to honor such a request. Thus, |
relented. Nothing scares me more than a 20-something kid with a quizzical look
behind a makeshift mask who is standing motionless with surprise and wielding a
large knife with bloody gloves on. | waited with bated breath for my prize fish, as
patiently as a compliant Soup Nazi customer.

| was duly served. Got the main item without any trouble. Seven dollars is the
premium | paid to avoid having to reconcile generational dissonance. Nine more
salmon dinners would exceed the net worth of my 2008 Subaru. Probably will
have to cut back on Jiffy Lube.

| then meandered to the produce section. | sniffed the ice-mist more than once.
Okay, more than three times, but nobody was looking. My hard-wired immigrant
market acumen and Super Vision helped me zone in on the cheapest apples. | can
make up for the fish, | hoped. Found a few juicy looking ones, and plucked their
stems before considering bagging them. | learned that killer move from my
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cousin’s roommate from Delhi, who was reputed for removing the battery from
his alarm clock just after awakening every morning in order to save on the battery
life; for who needs to know the time at home when you’re at work?

And then the drawbridge opened and cars piled up. Nowhere to go. No progress.
No use looking at someone else for answers. | couldn’t separate the edges of the
stupid plastic bag! My fingerprints have been deleted from decades of scrubbing
in the O.R. My mask still was on. Flummoxed. Dumbfounded. | espied no one
near, so | slowly and surreptitiously tried to stick my index finger and thumb
underneath my mask. | felt like | was in a Harold and Kumar Go to The Fresh
Market sequel. | jolted to a stop as | quickly noticed from the corner of my Super
Vision a 40-something lady wearing an urban turban looking askance at me. She
must have been crouching behind the banana section before seeing me. My heart
was racing, as | knew | was caught in an indelicate situation, similar to the time
when my father walked in on me while | was watching a rated R movie on VHS (I
was 28, and the Terminator was naked).

“You know what you do? Just go over to the cherry section where there is ice and

”
!

rub your fingers on it!” | knew she had a victorious shitty grin behind the opaque
mask, but | couldn’t call her out on that. And she was right, anyway. How obvious.
“Thanks a lot! Good tip!” | was forced to ride an emotional rollercoaster without
seatbelts. | was lightheaded and free falling, yet jostling inside a Kolkata mini-bus.
| couldn’t navigate the mixed flurry of ire and humiliation. | WAS

WOMANSPLAINED!

Now | know why men drink. What is lacking in IQ and command can be made up
with a higher IBU. Really, it’s an acquired taste. Last stop was the beverage
section. When | see beer, | see baseball. And the famous squeeze play comes to
mind. | knew if | pretended not to show interest in alcohol and offered to make
beer-battered fish, my wife would only chide me for my preposterous idea of
making a dish befitting only a gourmand, and so | would get to drink the beer
myself. I'd make her feel guilty that it’s going to waste. | convinced her that beer
expires in less than a week, and beer always must be kept refrigerated, and
there’s no refrigerator space, especially after getting all these groceries. Can’t
waste it, especially after buying the expensive fish. Fred Sanford logic. Even the
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most conservative, serious, ascetic scholar would drink the beer rather than let it
go to waste. Except my father-in-law, who serendipitously found a lone hefty
plant in a hotel lobby corner to graciously accept the frothy pint. But we won’t
talk any more about that conference in Munich.

| sheepishly retrieved my favorite IPA six-pack. But | had to wait a minute before
picking it up, as | saw a 70-something guy nearby who was limping and teetering
and who closely resembled one of my patients. Didn’t want to give him the wrong
idea about me and didn’t feel obligated to ask him how he was doing after his
rocky hip surgery, especially if it was not the person whom | had in mind.

Checkout time. Finally! My mini-Odyssey, except | felt like Cyclops. | went to the
immaculate counter and started loading my items. Pasta, rice, tomato sauce,
orange juice, fish, produce. Beer last, of course. A familiar looking 17 or 18-
something girl started scanning and then packaging my items. She looked so
familiar, | kept wondering. Likely a South Asian, she could have been my wife’s
avatar. She shuffled my fish and well-sealed produce efficiently with her lithe
fingers. She stopped once she got to the beer. She paused a bit longer, almost
painfully, and looked around, almost helplessly. She looked at me curiously, then
looked at the beer. | froze again. Now what? “Damien,” she beckoned. Who is
Damien? What did | do wrong? | fumbled for my wallet to check that | still had my
driver’s license.

A rather portly 47-and-a-half-something who wore a leafy vest came jingling
down the aisle to meet me at the counter. He was carrying a dungeon master’s
ring of keys that kept asynchronously careening off his corduroy buttock. “Will
that be all, sir?” politely inquired Damien (I read his name tag!) as he rang up my
beer. “l think so.” Does he mean | should get more, | thought. Quit while you’re
ahead, just like my risk-averse mother used to say (of course in Bengali, and more
eloquently, typically employing a metaphor involving a rice paddy).

The girl kept looking at me the whole time during the arduous “don’t have a
minor ring up your liquor” process, possibly even giggling behind her mask. | don’t
need this derision. Not my first time at The Fresh Market. We come here every
week. And we buy their best pre-cut overpriced salmon. And | usually don’t even
need to put my fruit in a plastic bag. And | wanted this eco-friendly girl in a silly
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green apron to know that | even remembered to bring my own Fresh Market Save
the Dying Planet If You Really Care custom shopping bags ($1.99 per bag, $52.99
for two, so guess how many | bought, honey!).

“Excuse me, but aren’t you Rohan’s dad?” A timid, silky voice slithered out
unexpectedly from this lovely girl’s mask. | didn’t see if her jaws moved, but it had
to be her talking. “Yes,” | replied diffidently. Of course, nowadays it’s not Mr. or
Dr. or Mrs. It’s Rohan’s dad. Like his name is on the mortgage. Yeah, sure. | should
introduce myself to my patients as “Rohan’s dad”, just like | did to his basketball
coaches when | humbly asked if he could have more playing time. Not even worth
capitalizing “dad”. Any dad would do. Even when the fake American accent
truncated Anglo-Saxon name bearing customer service representative from
Chennai Call Center #519 pretends not to know how to spell “Kaushik” and asks
me to repeat my name again, | should just say, “You know, Rohan’s dad.” Okay,
then let the new alpha-male of the household cook the fish!

“I’'m in his science class. | heard he’s going to Penn. Congratulations.” Her jaws
moved for sure this time. Legitimacy finally was established by these kind words.
Time to exhale and then follow with a feeble chuckle of pride. The storm finally
abated. We one day can look up and speak to strangers uncovered. We can praise
those who merely try to achieve forbearance. And all that salmon did pay off.
Once a week from The Fresh Market. And they can cut it for you if you ask nicely.
My wife was always right - never mix drinks with brain food. And never grind your
teeth while you're sleeping. They mistakenly may think you’re angry when you’re
just dreaming. Last call.

“Don’t forget this,” the girl said, delicately pointing to the most precious item on
the entire grocery list. At least it started off that way. | finally snapped out of my
brief blissful reverie and picked up the cardboard carton, carrying it separately
from my two for $2.99 custom floral design Fresh Market bags. The beer
outweighed the fish and was more conspicuous. The bottles’ clinking was a little
too loud. My shoulders stiffened. | looked back at the girl apologetically, but left
The Fresh Market with the most confident long distance smile that can waft
through any mask. | retreated, maintaining a well-earned distinguished stride. |
looked back for the last time and noticed the girl still was focused curiously on the
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carriage of liquid gold. She may have appeared a little worried, but it was hard to
discern. | partially lowered my cloth shield so she could steal a glimpse of my
erstwhile boyish happiness before the tinted double doors closed. “It’s for his

”

mom.

Kaushik Bagchi
July 4, 2020
Stay strong.

All characters in this purely fictional story may or may not resemble actual
persons, and any likenesses to actual persons with accompanying actions or
behavior, places, or events are figuratively or fictionally linked.

The protagonist in the first person does not resemble the author in any way.
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Memories

Manidipa Sen  Jamshedpur, India

Nothing now remains but memories
Like old friends they crowd around
A kaleidoscope of images

Steeped in colour light and sound

The sunshine years of childhood
Of misty mornings lazy noons

Of fairy tales at Grandma's bedside
Ghostly shadows and new moons
Of climbing trees and sailing boats
Of stealing pickles from mom's jar
Of celebrating dolly's birthday
Beneath the mango tree afar

The wild wild years of youthful folly
Of love's first crazy wild outburst
Of heartache and of foolish fancies
Lasting friendships bonds of trust

Of holidays and picnicking

Of fun times spent with family
Of weddings, anniversaries
And birthdays...all so lovely

Memories are faithful friends
Fond and bittersweet they are

To sit in solitude and think
They bring such joy hour after hour

April, 2019
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HOURS OF ANGER

Debarati Pal Kolkata, India

Love demands us to stay apart,

We can care, but without kisses and a hug,
What a strange time has descended upon us.
Sometimes | feel like a bird in cage,

Wanting to bend these bars and escape,

And cross the mountain, over to the world.

| become angry on myself and time,

| want to be free, be the way | want,

To let things be in fate's care,

To travel without fear, without any doubt.

| crumble ageing new dresses,

As they slowly become just show pieces,
Only of beauty, but alas, no value.

The liners and lip colours,

Slowly turn into frozen paints,

Of the artist, dying in exile.

| understand strangely necessary it is,

Still I get red in the eyes, with tears of silent cries,
Freedom from long goodbyes,

Between acceptance and anger,

| ferry day and night.

| am Debarati Pal, from Kolkata, India. | am a student, 18 years old. In this year | have
completed my schooling from South Point High School. | have been writing poems since
| was 12. My poems have been published in newspapers like The Telegraph in Schools,
and also regularly published in the school magazine. In 2018, | published my first book,
Weaving with Words, a collection of poems. My poems are heavily influenced by nature
and human emotions.
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2020, a year of Irony

Poulamee Ghosh  Mumbai, India

Air is pure to breathe BUT wearing mask is a mandate

Road is ready to take us for long drive BUT driving beyond 2km is not allowed
Sea has new guests like dolphins BUT we cannot welcome them

Weekends doesn’t seem to get over and it has been suddenly painted with
Monday blues

Weekdays have gained a new definition - yesterday, today and tomorrow
Hand is clean BUT no one to shake hand with

The cook within us have gone crazy BUT we cannot call anyone for lunch and
dinner

Heart wishes to hug friends BUT time is saying “hold on

” Those who have money, they do not know how to spend

Those who do not have money, they do not know how to earn

Time is saying “l have finally come” BUT work and life still doesn’t have balance

Birds flying freely in the sky urges us to spread our wings BUT we do not know
how to fulfil our dreams

The garden is green today BUT no one to appreciate the beauty
Rains have come on time BUT muddy puddles are staying idle
Outdoor was good BUT indoor is the best place to stay today

The definition of outdoor and indoor seems to have got interchanged
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Cupboard full of clothes wanting to breathe free BUT no occasions to wear
Screen time is harmful BUT virtual is the only meeting place

Festivals are around the corner BUT celebration is not in the air

The catch-up lines are many BUT one line is consistent -new normal

The culprit is around BUT it is nowhere to be seen

History is rewriting the BC and AC stories

Time of irony, my friend.

Life has never been in such mess. Everything is there but everything seems to be
missing.

Let’s hold on to our HOPE, show empathy, stay safe and think positive

When | Am Gone...

Poulamee Ghosh

When | am gone, remember me but only when your heart calls for me.

When | am gone, do what you love the most when you miss me.

When | am gone, but that pic which you used to say, “you are too funny mamma”.

When | am gone, please do not put any incense sticks near my pic, | will surely
start sneezing.

When | am gone, please share some jokes with me other than crying.

When | am gone, give me phuchka and fish curry sometimes, please.

When | am gone, do total dhamaal in Durga Puja just the way we used to do.
When | am gone, give me Rajanigandha flowers at times.

When | am gone, please play the piano sometimes. Baba and | loved those
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nursery rhymes.

When | am gone, tell your children stories of our funny times. They should laugh
when they think of your mamma.

When | am gone, don't give yourself to pressures, shoo them off and say...I am
Moana just the way you used to do as a child.

When | am gone, stop saying sad jokes to our lift man, he gets irritated beta.

When | am not there, visit that puppy shop once in a while, cuddle them and feed
them the way we used to do.

When | am gone, say hi to the hibiscus of our garden and tell them, I still love
them.

When | am gone, can you wake up early sometimes, | want to see the sunrise with
you.

When | am gone, don’t make that sofa miss me. Watch the stars lying down on
them just the way we used to do.

When | am gone, take care of Baba. He is an emotional soul and would need you
the most.

When | am gone, remember one thing, | am not gone anywhere. | am your
heartbeat and will always be alive within you.
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Maple

Shiva Bhusal  Cleveland, Ohio

Autumn brings joy to the maple leaves
and they turn yellow, brown, and red
until it snows, and a cold, violent wind
steals all the colors.

The maple tree fades, and its presence
resembles with the fate of unrequited love —
hollow, desolate, and melancholic.

The tree waits for the warmth of the Sun
for the snow to melt slowly

for the leaves to grow again

for the migrating birds to return home
for the tulip to smile at it again.

Just like spring, with every other season
Maple starts a new life.
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My Oracle

Asish Mukherjee Maumee, Ohio

You came to me when twilight fell

And crickets hummed in the darkening dale
And the limpid moon shone silver pale

On Memory’s dark and winding trail

You told me life is a strange tale

Driven by Time’s blowing gale

That sweeps our gems into Yesterday’s well
And shrouds them in dark Oblivion’s veil

You told me my journey has now begun
For my soul to reach the eternal Sun
And gain the vision to see my story
Where all my treasures are alive in glory.

You told me you always walked by my side
Along my life’s rugged ride

The loves that seemed hidden in rust

Will gleam now with your pixie dust

What'’s fulfillment? Can you reveal?

Are hopes ever meant to turn real?

You said each moment is real like a gem
Carved from Time’s moving game

Splintered hopes shine just as bright
As cherished dreams with lofty height.
Trampled flowers smell just as sweet
As bouquets offered at the idol’s feet.
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Durga and Apu — The Defining Moment

Ananya Chatterjee, Halisahar




Dhumabati (Form of Dasha Maha Bidya)

Pradipta Chatterji. Vestal, NY




Buddha

Priti Dasgupta. Kolkata, India
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Irfan Khan
Animikh Ganguli  Mumbai, India




George Harrison

Anusha Sinha. Bangalore, India







Flower

Arit Das 11 yrs. Canton, Ml
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Beauty and the Butterfly

Arna Bar

Arna is a 6th grader going to Dunlap Middle School, Peoria, Illinois. She was born in Kolkata and
moved to the US when she was 4. She loves to draw, plays piano, and never misses a chance to
hang out with her friends. She is an avid gamer. Minecraft is her favorite game.
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The Sky

Aisani Das

9 years. Canton, M

shant Das
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Ma Durga

Meghashree Nambiar 9 years. Mumbai, India
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Ganesh
Shriya Mandal 12 years. Mumbai, India
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Durga Puja in Two Worlds

Arna Bar Peoria, lllinois

Hi, my name is Aarna. I’'m 11.5 years old and staying in Peoria, lllinois. | saw a few
Durga Pujas in US. Last year | was in Kolkata during this time. I’'m going to share
my experience of Durga Puja celebrated in two places.

Needless to say, | enjoyed Durga Pujas in US. Bengalis wait all year for this time.
The Puja doesn’t strictly follow Maa Durga’s calendar; it is celebrated on a
weekend close to Dashami. There’s not a big crowd, which leaves the atmosphere
peaceful. Quiet praying and occasional dhak bajano set the Puja-Puja mood.
Sweets and prasad are essential parts of the Puja here too. (I couldn’t live without
those). People get a wardrobe full collection of sarees, salwars, kurtas and
panjabis from Gariahaat. This is the perfect occasion to flash them around; quite
literally.

The Pujas are performed usually in temples. The scent of sweet incense and
flowers hover around. Light coming from one lonely pradeep blinks gingerly. Soft
chanting of hymns reverberates within the walls of the temple. All these factors
bring a pure feeling, wiping out all negative emotions ... you just feel good! You
can feel Maa Durga’s presence, her greatness comforting you.

In 2019, | got to see my first ever full scale Kolkata Durga Puja. If | could use three
words to describe it, these would be-

Colorful
Elegant
Epic

Yeah. That is true. Mahalaya to Panchami, | call these the pre Puja days. The kash
phul were swaying gracefully in the cool autumn breeze underneath an insanely
beautiful blue sky. Shopping malls were buzzing with last minute sales. Everyone
is trying to finish their shopping spree because Maa Durga is almost at your
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doorstep! The ladies were gawking at every dress leaving their boyfriends or
husbands waiting impatiently (sometimes scared too). My mom and | did our own
shopping too.

On Panchami morning, | was pulsing with excitement and could barely contain my
glow. It was a beautiful morning with golden sunlight and the sky was sapphire
blue with little, wispy white clouds. | was automatically in a good mood. At about
10:30 am, | went to dance rehearsal. My complex usually makes the residents
perform for the entertainment programs running during Puja evenings. The
residents are more than glad to do so.

| took the detour through the back of the clubhouse where the rangoli was. There
it was, huge, colorful and elegant. | should know, | helped paint it myself.

Dance practice was in an apartment in tower 6. We would be dancing to a
mashup of two Rabindra Sangeet. It was going to be EPIC! Even better, | was
playing Maa Durga. | reached the apartment and found my other dear friends
there. | was not joking when | called them dear. They are one of the greatest
groups of friends | could ever have.

Our mentor (one of my mom’s friends) is very nice. She was away at the moment;
so me and my crew were alone for like 15 minutes till we had to do our last
rehearsal. We had lot of fun talks. | tried to keep calm but | was too nervous and
excited. We were going to dance in front of a huge crowd tomorrow, on a huge
stage! Everything associated with the Durga Puja seemed HUGE. I'd already tried
on my dance outfit. A beautiful, long and extremely heavy red silk saree with
golden embroidery. The rest of my things will be coming later tomorrow.

| conversed with my friends, we were all acting giddy, a little immature. But who
cares? We discussed our Shasti day plans;
o Take a walk to see the complex decoration, they did hang lights all over
every tower but we didn’t pay attention to them because it was still day
time. We would go over those at night.
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« Eat breakfast at the clubhouse since they were providing the cuisine for the
next five days. (yay!)

« Do dance practice at the stage.

o Goto my friend’s house to watch a horror movie.

» Go back to our house, wear a nice dress then eat at the clubhouse again.

o Gotake a nap and THEN

o Get our makeup done.

We went to sleep peacefully that day. Finally it was Shasti evening. | was freaking
out. If | wasn’t levitating because of excitement then | probably don’t remember
what | was doing at all. My friends and | did everything on the list we created the
day before. We were supposed to be cheerful! The sun was setting, turning the
sky turn into a gorgeous purple hue. The lights hanging over the complex turned
on, making it look like the stars were floating just above our heads. But oh gosh
were we panicking.

We barely had half an hour left before the dance. We tried to practice our moves
but we didn’t get a chance to do that. We kept on getting rushed to do THIS
eyeliner and THAT hairdo and try on THIS piece of jewellery and THAT nail polish.
It was crazy. Me, my friends, some other aunties, a makeup artist and a very
tensed dance mentor were all crammed in the tower 6 apartment. We were
fussing a lot. Everybody had hot tempers and there was a lot of shouting. A lot of
us were about to cry out with tension, but mascara is too precious.

Finally we had to get out on the stage. My legs felt heavy as sacks of lead. | barely
managed to walk. Someone inside me whispered - | can NOT mess up the dance.
Finally we were on the stage. | did pretty well so did everyone else. My saree, the
makeup and the trident (*smirk™*) were getting a lot of attention. Everyone said |
looked beautiful. My friends and | planned to celebrate after the dance; but we
were just too tired to celebrate. So after the dance, we laughed, said our
goodbyes and promised we’d eat breakfast together next morning.
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Days from Saptami to Dashami were awesome too. The evenings were crammed
with programmes. My friends and | got dressed and come down to watch as many
as we could. We had our lunch and dinners in the clubhouse together. On
Ashtami, we did the anjali and prayed. On Nabami we had the epic DJ dance.

Then came the Dashami; the last day of Puja. We were all a bit sad. After this, we
all would be studying and doing our homework again. We kind of picked at our
food and laughed half heartedly. | suggested something that made my friends
happy. We could meet over for the last time in the evening during the fireworks
and would watch a movie. They all agreed. We arranged to meet at 4:00 pm and
partied by ourselves until the end of the fireworks. So we did. After the fireworks,
it started raining. Maa Durga was crying because she had to leave. Just like she
does every year. It always happens. But we knew, she’d always come back next
year. Then we watched Harry Potter and Sorcerer’s Stone and said bye.

This year is completely different. We have a covid situation. We can’t celebrate at
that scale, with the same flare. But it doesn’t matter. We will do it at home with
our families. We'll enjoy every way we can. Because Maa Durga loves to see us
happy as well. Don’t let the coronavirus be the reason you are grumpy at this time
of year.

Celebrating maa Durga’s homecoming is what this Puja is all about. So no matter
what country it is. We will always remember our Maa Durga in whatever way we
can! Whether we celebrate through elaborate parties or just by thinking and
praying. It really is up to us.
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Monsoon Wonders

Meghashree Nambiar 9 years Mumbai, India

Monsoon is like a bathe to mother nature

Bringing greenery to breathe fresh air in future

Peacocks dancing amidst the wilderness

Spreading happiness all around

Children making paper boats and cycling in the playground
Wet birds flapping their wings to glory

Cuddling up on a branch humming a beautiful story

Frogs jumping out of big black wild mushrooms

Gulping in bees with joyful moves

Silver raindrops singing as they fly

With a colourful rainbow smiling up on the sky

Cute Parrots

Tuhina Nambiar, Mumbai, - 7 years

We are all at home now. Parrots are free to fly.

Roads are clear. Every day they sing me a lullaby.

There is no pollution. They chat in my balcony.

The sky is clear. Looking at them, | feel | am talking to
my friends.

The cloud looks like cotton.
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