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Dear Readers,

It is with immense pride and heartfelt gratitude that we present to you the 10th
edition of Upahaar, a special Puja Barshiki created by Protima, a small yet
passionate Bengali community based in Toledo, Ohio. Over the past decade,
Upahaar has grown from a modest initiative into a cherished platform that
connects us with our rich heritage, even while we are miles away from the
bustling streets of Kolkata. Each issue is a labor of love, created entirely on a
volunteer basis, and driven by the shared dream of keeping our regional culture
alive in this foreign land.

This year's edition is a celebration of our cultural resilience and the deep bonds
we share as a community. Through stories, poems, art, and reflections, we strive
to recreate a little piece of Bengal here in Ohio, especially during Durga Puja, a
time when we all yearn for home.

However, even as we immerse ourselves in the joy of Puja, our hearts are heavy
with sadness. Back home in Kolkata, an unspeakable tragedy has unfolded
during what should be a time of celebration. The city is reeling from the brutal
murder of a young doctor, sparking protests and an ongoing hunger strike by
junior doctors, demanding justice. The sorrow of this incident has cast a shadow
over the festivities, reminding us of the fragility of life and the pressing need for
change in our society.

As we reflect on these times, Upahaar is a small offering—a space to find solace
in our traditions, to share our collective joy, and to stand united in grief. We hope
this edition brings you a sense of connection, no matter where you are.

With warm wishes for a peaceful and meaningful Puja,

O LAl

Sharmistha Datta
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POWER

ALBANY, NY

Prabasi literally means “Bengali

person living outside of Bengal” but is
also the name of many Bengali cultural
organizations. My family and family
friends were members of the Brooklyn
branch. Many Prabasi families came to

New York from West Bengal and

Bangladesh in the 70s and 80s, and,
although they integrated themselves
among Americans, they still retained a
vibrant Bengali community. Families
would get to know each other through
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nemontonnos, pujas at temples,
and at cultural events hosted at
the rented Imatra Hall on 40 th
Street near 7 th Avenue. To most
Bengalis based in Brooklyn (and
even in Queens and Long Island),
who eagerly marked their
calendars of upcoming pujas and
holidays, Imatra once served as
the home for religious and cultural
events for large-scale gatherings.

the building was founded in 1908
and was originally used for the
Imatra Society of Finnish
immigrants. At first, it was a
worker's association, but later, it
evolved into a cultural
organization for Finland’s
diaspora in Brooklyn. Theater,
chorus, and band performances
comprised most of the cultural
events. There was a restaurant on
the first floor which originally
strictly prohibited smoking and
alcohol, as the Finnish tried to
lead a temperate life. The Imatra
Society flourished until 1996, at
which time financial problems
forced the organization to
disband.

The first time | had entered Imatra
Hall was in the sixth grade. Baba
had trouble finding street parking,
which was typical during puja
days when many out-of-towners

KAUSHIK BAGCHI

came. As we entered the hall, |
could smell the khichuri from
the basement. Hundreds of
Bengalis brimming with cultural
affinity flooded the auditorium,
and many of their acquiescing
kids were running around and
weaving through groups of
grownups. These adults were
soon found sitting on folded
chairs and listening to the music
performance that had just
started, or standing to chat with
a few friends whom they hadn’t
seen in a while. Although my
parents freely talked to many of
the families, my sister and |
hardly knew anyone. On
occasion, a somewhat familiar-
looking kaku or kakima would
accost me to ask which grade |
was attending. The girls my age
would usually go to the
basement, where the food was
usually stored, to play their silly
games or to chatter about trivial
items such as mean teachers,
how easy school was, and how
many hours per week of Indian
dance practice they would have
to endure. They would usually
look away and mute their gossip
if a boy like me were to come
close to their sphere of
influence.

The boys my age were always
seeking mischief. They did not
have the attention span to sit
still and to watch the cultural
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performances, and they frequently would mock the
soprano voices of the hired artists from India who
would sing one song after another, after another...
The whiny music and loud singing mostly drowned
out the perpetual drone of chitchat among the
fidgety audience, though a few of the more
boisterous boys frequently had to be firmly shushed
by some of the adults. The kids tried to remain silent,
but when one of the schoolboys, whose parents
forced him to recite a lovely Tagore poem during the
intermission, started to spit blissfully on the mic in
between stanzas of incomprehensible Bengali
jabberwocky, the boys around me started to laugh
uproariously at the child’s creative chutzpah that
later earned him a round of spanking by his mother.
Among the restless boys, playful punches and
spasmaodic kicks to the backside would keep them
from banging their own sweaty foreheads on the
metal backs of the chairs. One of the boys that day
had the foresight to bring a football to the hall,
hoping to mitigate the inescapable boredom that
would usually lead to misbehavior, which of course
was expected to be addressed promptly by an angry
father who had no misgivings about pulling his son’s
ear in public. This chubby boy with glasses
repeatedly tossed the football five feet up in the air
and then caught it, making sure it did not hit any
passer-by. The other boys soon gathered around this
promise of a messiah who held the keys to the cage.
Like the pied piper, this boy carried an invisible tune
from a bouncing pigskin that would lead a line of
boys who wanted to flee the oppressive heat, noise,
and ennui that accompanied this crowded
auditorium. The boys finally skipped past all adult
checkpoints to reach the promised land—the front
grass yard.

I, of course, followed them. As | looked around the
bumpy field splotched with irregular patches of
grass, | was surprised to see the boys, some of
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whom had Indian accents and in no shape or form
looked like future football players, could actually
throw this oblong ball. The chubby boy with
glasses proposed a five-on-five touch football
match and asked who the quarterback and team
captain would be. Not knowing any of the boys
and sensing that some of them already knew each
other, | decided to let someone else choose teams.
I was picked last and was designated to be the
center for the chubby boy, who insisted he should
be the quarterback as he knew more than anyone
how the ball flew in the air. The center is not an
eligible receiver; he needs no skill, just the ability
to shuffle back and forth, to distract the opposing
players by jumping up and down, and to assistin a
touch-tackle or two. | had trouble distinguishing
some of the players who, like me, wore the same
dorky-style eyeglasses. The game took off to a
good start, but very soon, the players’ lack of skill
became obvious. The venerable quarterback
wasn’t doing so well, not having completed any
passes, having thrown one interception to an
opposing player who by some miracle caught the
ball in between his forearm and Adam’s apple, and
getting sacked at least three times by the same
short boy with the greasy hair who blazed past the
offense with the help of his fake-Keds sneakers.
Sensing everyone’s frustration, | finally insisted
that I should be quarterback. As the other kids had
lost respect for the chubby kid, they cheered me
on as | took the ball away from their prior leader. |
started throwing hard, crisp spirals, like wartime
torpedoes programmed to hit their assigned
targets precisely. The boys kept cheering after
each play when | would loft the football right into
the nervous, cradling hands of the receiver.
Nobody, however, caught the ball which always
popped out of their grips. We played for about half
an hour, up to the point when | threw the football
so hard that it missed my receiver and struck the
side of the building with a loud thud. Shortly
thereafter, an old white man from inside the first-
floor restaurant opened the double doors and
came outside to see what was going on. He gave
us an admonishing look, which stopped our play.

We all came back inside, having sweated out a
useless battle where no one scored a touchdown
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and one boy got a bloody nose. We stood in line
near the water fountain and had to face the sneers
of the girls who had just come up from the
basement. Then, out of curiosity, we went inside
the restaurant and saw a couple of young white
men shooting pool while the old white man, who
had previously glared at us, was sitting on a bar
stool and drinking soda. He looked at us again, but
this time, he cracked a friendly smile through his
salt-and-pepper beard. On the far wall, | saw a flag
with a white background and a blue cross on its
side. There was a jukebox that was not playing any
music. | noticed another couple of white men just
sitting down at a table and talking. No one was
eating at this restaurant, and | was sure they would
not like the khichuri that was made only for the
Indian people. The men playing pool looked up at
us, probably wondering why we were there and
interrupting their game. Having sensed their
discomfort, we then left the place without
hesitation.

The boys dispersed, and only a skinny boy with
glasses followed me to the auditorium and sat
down next to me on one of the many benches near
the wall. He seemed good-natured enough to be
my friend, and | imagined he could even come to
my house one day to play Monopoly. | never asked
him his name, however, and | never met him again
after that day.

“Hey, you are a good player. Do you play in
school?” squeaked the lanky boy. He had a slight
Indian accent, and, based on the way he spoke to
his parents earlier, he must have come from India
just recently.

“No, | just play with my friends outside after school.
| like baseball much better.” | noticed as | was
talking to him, he kept fondling his thin,
rudimentary mustache, as if he wanted to establish
that he was clearly older than me. | looked at his
hairier forearms with a bit of jealousy and accepted
the new pecking order, even though | had
impressed him just earlier during the football game.

“Hey, do you have a girlfriend?” | was astonished at
his question. | never thought it would cross the
mind of this boy who did not display any aura of
machismo other than his static-electricity-enhanced
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body hair and two round, faded, smallpox
vaccination scars on his forearm. | paused a little
too long and realized | better answer him quickly
to avoid any mistrust, or worse, more difficult,
personal questions.

“Yes, of course!” | couldn’t believe I lied, but | was
quite sure | would have exposed myself more to
his probing questions if | had stated the opposite.

“Yeah, sure,” he replied dismissively. He didn’t
seem to care either way. | reckoned if he opened
up to me, it would have been just as ridiculous. He
then stared at me for a while to the point of making
me nervous. | was anticipating another difficult
question, but he didn’t say anything, just kept
staring.

“What?" | asked curiously, though irritated. Was
he trying to see if | had a mustache? Or looking at
amole or a pimple | had never noticed in the
mirror before?

“Hey, | wanted to ask you something,” he said,
finally softening his gaze, which made him appear
even more mysterious.

Here we go, puberty vetting session coming up, |
thought. “Yeah, what?” | wanted the line of
questioning to end.

“What is your power?” He stared into my eyes
again.

“My power?” | asked, somewhat bemused. What
the heck was he talking about? | furrowed my
eyebrows and appealed to his sense of clarity.
“You know, power.” Was he referring to
something dirty, like my charming hold over girls,
my “reputation,” or my popularity among lewd
boys my age? Or was it my cannon arm in football?
I really couldn’t answer him.

After another brief period of confusion, | finally
responded by flexing my puny biceps at him,
signaling to him that | thought | knew what he was
talking about and at the same time trying to steer
him away from a potentially vulgar conversation.
“Is that what you mean?”

“Your specs!” he pleaded. | asked him to repeat
himself. Specs? Like my body’s measurements? |
knew | still wore boys’ underwear and needed to
grow, and | recalled how embarrassed | was
whenever | had to take off all my clothes during
my annual check-up. | would hunch over with my
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arms crossed and my knees knocked together to
hide my small fruits from the callous nurse who
never gave me a gown to wear. | always thought
she was laughing at me whenever she left the room
to get the doctor.

“What are you talking about?” | retorted in
frustration. Just then, a new boy with bigger glasses
sat down beside us and tried to appreciate where
this conversation was going.

“Tomar choshmar power ki?” The shifty, furry-
forearmed boy finally blurted out more specifically
the question | previously couldn’t address. Of
course, the prescription strength of my eyeglasses!
“I'm minus two,” he volunteered a direct answer to
his own question, but he eagerly waited for my
reply.

The new boy, before | could answer, lifted his neck
like a turtle, widened his eyes behind his coke-
bottle glasses, and immediately parroted, “I'm very
much minus too!”

“I'm plus 2.25!" | proudly admitted my deep secret
—far-sightedness, an attribute which for sure would
put me ahead of all these myopic oafs who |
thought were trying to nonplus me. The two boys
were awed and whispered to each otherin
corroboration, and, since that critical juncture, | was
raised to the status of superhero with “plus power.”
The conversation continued more lightheartedly as
the two boys laughed more and talked about more
interesting things. We periodically looked back at
the stage where a lady in a bright, yellow sari and a
planetary-sized red dot on her forehead was still
singing a series of maudlin Bengali songs while
playing the harmonium. It shouldn’t be long before
they ask the kids to go downstairs for khichuri and
aloor dom, I hoped while licking my lips and wiping
the sweat off my forehead.

“Ay, come here!” The chubby boy with the football
returned and beckoned us three to join his group of
four other boys. Another game of football certainly
would have been fun before eating, | imagined. We
quickly got up from our seats, made sure our
parents weren't near, and ran out of the auditorium.
But this time, the chubby boy didn’t lead us outside.
He placed his index finger over his lips, urging us to
remain quiet. He and his four friends slowly
ascended a short, narrow stairway that led to a
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small attic space above the auditorium floor. |
guessed that was the room for the guy who would
run the movie projector if they were actually
showing movies. | wondered what the boys
wanted to show me and my minus-two friends.
“Ay, be very quiet. And nobody can tell anyone
what's in here.” An old movie reel? A lost wallet
with money in it? | couldn’t even guess. “Look at
this!” he exclaimed after biting his lower lip. He
picked up a heavy, colorful load that was hidden
inside a moldy cardboard box lying on the floor. It
was a stack of dirty magazines! | couldn’t believe
what | was seeing! And who in the world brought
them in here? The white guys in the pool hall? The
perennially bored projectionist? Couldn’t have
been the boys here. | was just astonished how
well-informed and resourceful this boy from
Brooklyn was. | was envious of the faux
quarterback.

The free show had to be brief, nevertheless, as we
saw more adults looking up at us suspiciously
through the windows leading to this small room.
The snickering boys quickly ditched the
informative literature and headed back down the
creaky stairs as a tight group. The greasy kid with
the fake Keds two-stepped past all of us easily, and
the boy with the biggest glasses, who was
clutching the handrail for dear life, was last. |,
somewhere in the middle, followed like a lemming.
We avoided our parents and headed one more
flight down to the basement, following the familiar
scent of the khichuri. We saw a hundred
strangers sitting on benches who kept their
mouths full and didn’t talk as much as they did
before. Boys, girls, kakus, kakimas, dadus, and
didas were enjoying the communal food and the
few bits of prasad which were blessed by Durga
during the puja earlier in the day. After patiently
standing in a long line, | was finally served by a
jolly-green kakima with jiggling arms and gaudy
bangles who proudly slopped a huge ladleful on
my paper plate. Just as | sat down on the bench, |
became more conscious of my surroundings and
hesitated to take my first spoonful. Over the last
minute, | had slowly developed a weird feeling
that tickled the nape of my neck. As | looked up at
the far table, | sensed the junior high girls were
looking at me funny, as if they knew.
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A PECULIAR

PUJA

SHOPPING

KOLKATA, INDIA
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RWITWIKA BHATTACHARYA

Psychological Counsellor currently residing at Rajarhat, Kolkata. Her passion has always been writing
poems, short stories, novels and screenplays.

Supratim Ganguly was a meek, mild
mannered man, apart from a few quirks
like bringing home AA batteries when
he was specifically asked to bring half a
dozen eggs, the sudden loss of hearing
when the doorbell rang (unless he
knew the visitor was someone he
awaited, the man who delivered a
parcel he had ordered for example, in
which case he leapt up like the bread
in a pop up toaster and ran to the door
with surprising speed even before the
Tring of the bell had stopped), or
leaving a room while someone when
clearly still talking to him. The quirks

that often put his wife Rupali and
daughter Tina around the bend.
But apart from these he kept
mostly to himself, spoke few
words and didn’t exert his
demands on others. But come
shopping day a whole new man
emerged.

Durga Puja was just around the
corner, there was a festive
crispness in the air with the lovely
blue skies and soft cotton clouds.
A new sort of excitement and joy
filled our hearts, and it was this
positivity that made Rupali ask
Supratim if he wanted to
accompany her and Tina to the
mall. The three of them sat
together having lunch when
Rupali blurted out the question.
‘Come shopping with us Supratim,
let me buy you a shirt for the
Pujas’.

Tina looked up sharply at her
mother, eyes wide in sheer horror,
her long curly black hair bouncing
from the impact. In her 23 years on
earth, she had learnt by heart that
this was a fatal mistake. Didn't Ma
know no better? But before she
could say anything her father had
already uttered the dreaded word-
‘oK'

After fiddling around with his
phone for about quarter of an hour

Supratim announced ‘My
Uber app seems to be
broken. I think it's a virus.
Tina was watching a video on
my phone which must have
had a virus, so all files are
corr-

At this point Tina snatched
the phone away from his
hand, turned on the Wi-Fi and
booked the ride.

In an hour the three of them
had reached the shopping
mall. The mall was buzzing
with people as was expected
it being so close to the Pujas.
Everyone clad in brightly
coloured clothes, holding
shopping bags, chatting
happily, brought a new kind
of vibrancy to the place.

‘Ma, let us buy you a nice
saree.’ Tina smiled at her
mother as she put her arm
around her shoulder.

‘B-but my shirt?’ Supratim
stopped dead in his track and
looked at them with a face so
aghast one would think Tina
had stolen his vital organsin
the middle of the night with
the intentions of selling them
off at a black market. But Tina
and Rupali knew better than
to shop for Supratim first.

The man’s demeanour
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changed within the blink of an eye. He slouched his
back, put his hands inside his trouser pockets and
started walking slower than a turtle, dragging his
feet strangely as he walked.

None of the sarees were of any interest to the hunch
backed man. He excused himself from the rest of his
family and sat at the nearby couch, bulging his belly
more than his usual amount such that the gap
between the buttons revealed part of his hairy
paunch and his naval. Whenever enquired about a
particular item and whether it suited his wife his
response was a slight leftward tilt of his head then
quickly looking away and excavating his teeth with
a fingernail. When another tired person on a
shopping spree came and sat beside him, he
coughed vigorously and stepped on their foot
accidentally until his highly annoyed neighbour
was forced to empty the seat.

At the Food Court Supratim picked the busiest
restaurant. Leaving his daughter and very thirsty
wife sitting at a nearby table he promptly walked to
the end of a very long line. By the time he reached
the other end of the excruciatingly slow-moving
queue Rupali was glaring at him from her seat. He
promptly ignored her and proceeded to complain
about the prices in a nasal moaning voice. The
server tried his best to keep his politeness intact but
the creases that appeared between the poor young
man'’s brows betrayed his true sentiments. An angry
murmur arose from the long waiting line behind
Supratim to which he replied loudly ‘Some people
have no patience!

He then very slowly pulled out his wallet, savouring
every moment of torture he put the other customers
through and counted the due amount in coins of
frustratingly low denomination. And the moment
the server sighed from relief watching him extend
his hand to pay the bill, he retracted it again to
count some more.

By the time Supratim Ganguly walked back to his
table, Rupali was already munching on Dosa and
sipping on the lemonade that Tina had brought for
her.

‘Rufali...” Supratim started to say something but
ultimately decided against it. This was another of
his strange quirks, pronouncing the P in his wife’s
name as F but oddly pronouncing a myriad of other
Ps in all other words perfectly fine.
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After what felt like an eternity to Supratim the
family finally proceeded to purchase the one thing
he was promised. His formal shirt. A full sleeve
formal shirt he had decided. The sluggishness in
his walk transformed to a lively sprint as he walked
inside the store.

42 full shirt’ he announced to the attendant
radiating a sort of self satisfactory gleam.

‘You wear a 44, baba’ Tina pointed out much to his
irritation.

‘No. 42’ he vehemently declared.

Thus began the longest, most arduous shirt hunt
in the history of mankind. The pattern they had in
blue, he wanted in brown. The pattern in brown he
wanted in green. Some were the right colours but
the wrong shade. One was perfect but in half
sleeves. On and on the discarded shirts got strewn
haphazardly around as the store representatives
went about collecting and organising them, only
to be yanked out of their hands by him for another
review.

‘This will take forever!’ Tina whispered to her
mother. The man who until few hours ago couldn’t
hear the doorbell ring while sitting right beside it
suddenly exhibited superhuman hearing!

‘I never complained when Rufali took an hour to
select one saree’ he sulked. His already thick lips
puckered into a pout as he stared accusingly at
them ‘fine | won't buy anything then.’

But it didn't require much coaxing on the part of
these women to get him back in the game. After
what felt like a decade Supratim emerged from the
trial room with a triumphant smile. A bubble-gum
pink shirt was the chosen one. Needless to say, it
looked hideous on him but the others knew better
than to say a word.

‘This one’ he declared to the attendant. But this
one doesn’t fit me right. Please get me a size 44.
‘Umm...sorry sir’ the attendant apologised, ‘we do
not have this one in that size'.

Supratim was flabbergasted! He looked so
offended that looking at his face you'd think
someone must have used the worst possible insult
against him.

‘You do not have this in 44?2’

‘No sir’

‘Then why have you been showing me these shirts
when you don't have them in my size?’ Supratim
glared.
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‘But sir’ the attendant explained ‘we have been showing you the shirts in size 42 as you asked’.
‘But the size doesn’t fit me!’

"You wear a 44, baba, | told you!’ Tina could no longer hold it in.

‘Nonsense!’ he declared ‘I'm a 42 in all other stores. Ask anyone!’

‘These are universal sizes, Supratim’ Rupali was now frowning at him, her head was throbbing at this point
‘You wear a 44’

‘Yes sir’ the attendant agreed.

‘Then give me this shirt in size 44! That's what I've been saying all along!’

The attendant, finding himself at an utter lack for words, decided to quietly walk away.

The store closing time was approaching. There were a lot fewer people in the mall now. Some of the shops
had already had their shutters pulled down. Some had their lights turned off. After a heart wrenching
struggle between a red and a yellow one Supratim finally walked out with a bright orange shirt and two
very angry ladies.

‘Why is this man so infuriating’ Rupali grumbled as she reheated their dinner in the microwave later that
night.

‘I told you I'd buy a nice shirt for him myself,’ Tina scolded her mother ‘but you had to take him along!’

‘I thought he would enjoy-*

Their discussion was cut short by the bald head of Supratim Ganguly popping inside the kitchen. He
walked in with two small boxes, one in each hand.

‘These are for you' he smiled.

The ladies looked at him in surprise.

‘When did you-’

‘When you were buying sarees. Happy Pujo in advance’ the pride on his face was shining bright.

Inside her box Rupali found a small black pendant studded with red and yellow stones, the whole thing
was so hideous that it was nearly vomit inducing. Inside Tina’s box she found a set of ‘Hello Kitty" hairclips
for preteen girls.

The women looked up at him absolutely aghast! But eventually their faces softened into a smile. After all, it
is the thought that really counts.

‘Today was so much fun! I just wanted to thank you for today but only thing is...” Supratim scratched the
back of his head ‘I really think we should go exchange my shirt tomorrow. The red one was better | feel.’




www.protima.net

RADIO DAY

KOLKATA, INDIA

SAJAL CHAKRABORTY

Born on 10-10-1953, in Dhakuria, Kolkata. Passed Higher Secondary Examination in Science Stream
in First Division in 1970. Passed B.E.E in First Class from Jadavpur University in 1976. A Bengali Poetry
was first published in 'Kaliya"(1fe1s1)- A Bengali magazine from Kolkata—in April--1972.  Many articles
were published in "Fun with Math"Section of Science To-day, during (19)80's

Nowadays 'World Radio Day' is
celebrated on 13th February. But we
did celebrate it (the radio day) in a
winter evening of December, 1970-
roughly 42 yearsbefore the declaration
of 'Radio Day'in 2012 by

‘United Nations'. Actually, my father
was a polymath and his interests
ranged from ant to elephant, pin to
pinion and to what not, although he
was a simple graduate in 'arts' with
Mathematics as a special paper. In
those days, probability of finding a
'radio’ or a Transistor set in our locality
despite being at a distance of 10 Kms
or so from Dharmatala the main
business center of Kolkata was as good
as a naught. In April 1970, Iwas a
simple 16 and my father was just
retired! He decided therefore to make a
Radio on his own, at leisure. At first he
purchased a book entitled "How to

make a
radio/transistor set at
home?" wherein the
details of electronic
circuits, functions of
transistor etc were
explained clearly
with diagrams. He
learnt, slowly but
steadily, the A-B-C of
base, emitter and

collector of a transistor and the color
code of a resistor etc. with an
invincible zeal even at the age of sixty
proving thereby the age to be a mere
number! Having learnt the A-B-C of
making a transistor set within a few
days, he purchased all the spare parts
required for making a radio/transistor
set. All the spare parts were soldered
one -by-one on a printed circuit board
(P.C.B) with a soldering iron in
accordance with the circuit diagram
and after a few days our Radio was got
ready for pleasing our ears. The next
day a long bamboo pole was erected
in our courtyard. One end of a
Galvanized Iron(G.l)wire was fastened
atop the pole and the other end to the
incoming socket of the radio as an
aerial for receiving the signal. That
was the day as usual with an
exception of our longing for a tune,a

song or likewise to come out of
the nascent radio set. All of a
sudden, my dad asked, “Where
is the battery?" Realizing the
problem of my father |
immediately rushed to a local
shop and returned with four 9-
volt cells. Dad was pleased and
placed all the cells in the
desired location and switched
the radio on. No sooner had the
switch been on than the
melodious song "Saat Bhai
Champa ..."well sung by Lata
Mangeshkar, penned and
composed by none other than
Salil Chowdhury, a melodious
composer indeed, came out of
the radio/newly built transistor
set. And our joy knew no
bounds and hit a sixer that
crossed not only the boundary
line but the pavilion too. From
that very day | became the fan
of Lata ji and Salil da as well.
And in the real sense that day
was the actual 'Radio Day' for
us. What an exciting 'Radio Day'
that was! Had | been at the age
of the little Johnny then, | would
have found the solace now, for
not memorizing the exact date
of 'our' Radio Day'! Alas! Nor did
it happen!
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PUJO, PANDALS
AND COLLEGE
LIFE: A NORTH
KOLKATA STORY

KOLKATA, INDIA

TRISHITA MITRA

Ateacher by profession, loves traveling, reading, writing poems, articles etc., an elocutionist;

Autumn's hues are descending upon
the city and Kolkata is awakening from
its slumber. The air is alive like the
whispers of a gentle lover. The sky,
stretches out like a canvas, painted
with wispy clouds, as the sun casts its
warm embrace upon the bustling
streets! In this symphony of autumnal
splendor, the city prepares for its
grandest celebration - the Puja.

The advancement of the festive season
is palpable, as Kolkata gets geared up
to welcome the divine feminine, Durga!
In every nook and cranny, the city
transforms into a vibrant tapestry of
colors, sounds, and aromas. The smell
of fresh paint and plaster wafts from the
Puja mandaps, as artisans work
tirelessly to create masterpieces that
will soon become the epicenter of
devotion. The streets, once mundane,
are now adorned with intricate lighting,
like a celestial showcase.

With the passing days, the excitement
builds, and the city's pulse quickens.
The markets overflow with an array of
delights - from traditional sweets to

intricate handicrafts. The sound of
hawkers calling out their wares, the
laughter of children, and the chatter of
friends - all blend together in a jovial
cacophony.

The nostalgia of my college days at
Scottish Church College, nestled in
the heart of North Kolkata, near Hedua
Park, is a bittersweet tapestry of
memories, woven with the finest
threads of warmth, camaraderie, and
shared experiences.

As | reminisce, a cascade of emotions
envelops me, transporting me back to
the lanes of - Cornwallis Street,
Sukeas Street, and Bidhan Sarani -
that served as our haven, our escape,
and our gateway to adventure.

During Pujo days, the neighborhood
metamorphosed into a kaleidoscope
of colors, sounds, and aromas.
Sabekiyanas adorned the streets,
while the sweet scent of dhunuchi
wafted through the air, beckoning us
to revel in the festive spirit.

Reflecting on my college days, my
mind wanders through the landscape,

of North Kolkata, tracing a path
from the lively Hedua Park Pujo
to the serene Mayer Ghat, with
cherished memories of College
Square and Baghbazar
Sarbojanin along the way.

The rhythmic beats of dhaker
baddi resonate in my mind, with
the memories of those carefree
college days spent exploring
pandals, marveling at idols, and
singing, # 3T ARl a1, IS 1
T Ut with fervour

as we savored sharbat at
Shivashram, our favorite retreat
near our college.

Those 191 Fced fraafer, when
life was not very complicated
and friendships were
presumably genuine were a
treasure trove of emotions,
where laughter, tears, and
dreams intertwined.

The majestic college campus,
with its sprawling grounds, was
our second home, our abode of
emotions where we forged
unbreakable bonds, shared
secrets, and created memories
etched in our minds like the
intricate carvings on the college
walls.

As | strolldown memory lane,
I'm reminded of the people who
made those days unforgettable
- our friends, professors, non-
teaching staff, Chipuda and the
local vendors who sold us
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steaming tea and JoJ® crispy pakodas.The nostalgia of my college days is a treasure trove of emotions,
memories, and experiences, a reminder of the warmth, love, and shared moments we cherished in those
hallowed halls, a legacy that remains unchanged.

So, here is a poetic ode to the magical charm of Durga Puija, set against the backdrop of North Kolkata's
narrow lanes, pandal hopping, and the venerable Scottish Church College.

%Durga Puja's effulgent spirit permeates
North Kolkata's labyrinthine lanes,
As Apu embarks on a nocturnal odyssey, Entwined with friends in jolly refrains.
Pandals burst with kaleidoscopic hues,
A cornucopia of artistic expression,
Late-night strolls, a cherished tradition,
Unhackled by any kind of oppression.
The grand old college stands sentinel,
A venerable witness to Apu's escapades,
Memories forged in the crucible of friendship,
And Durga Puja's magic never fades.*
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BIG FAT CHIC
WEDDING NYC

MAUMEE, OHIO
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SUSHOVITA MUKHERJEE

Medical Researcher at University of Michigan, and her hobby is writing humorous pieces.

The Bengali community in New York
and tristate area had been abuzz with
excitement as they prepared for the
wedding of Ria Banerjee, the beautiful
and feisty daughter of the esteemed Dr.
and Mrs. Banerjee, to Rohit Das, the
dashing and charming son of the
illustrious Mr. and Mrs. Das. The
wedding was going to be a grand
affair, with all the traditional Bengali
rituals and customs thrown in for good
measure. As the ceremonies
approached, the anticipation was
palpable, and it became the main
theme of gossip among the
homemakers and the elderlies of the
community.

On the day of the Fall wedding, all
roads led to the ornate Bengali Cultural
Center in Queens. As the guests began
to arrive, it became clear that this was
going to be a wedding like no other.
The men were resplendent in their
dapper kurtas and embroidered
shawls, while the women dazzled in
their vibrant sarees and intricate
jewelry. Mrs. Banerjee walked through

the venue in her gorgeous beige and
red Banarasi saree and was a symbol
of power and controlling everything
from sari to guests. Ria’s cousin Sonia
simply could not decide if
herdupattashould be placed on the
right shoulder or on the left shoulder.
She Jostled with other cousins until
she sat next to Ria to be the limelight
of the show. The air was filled with the
sweet scent of incense and the sound
of Bengali folk music, expertly played
by the local band, "The Dhak
Dynamites." The team of professional
wedding photographers who seemed
to be everywhere, at the reception hall
where the guests had their faces
zoomed in, at the stage where the
bride and groom were seated, and
everywhere else capturing every
twitch, giggle, and nudge. Then there
were the shutterbugs struggling to
capture an awkward Titanic pose
among the guests or an unaware
awkward guest slumped over the
banquet spread.

Bina Mashi, Mrs. Banerjee’s
friend from her college days, sat
next to Ria inspecting her
jewelry with glasses dangling
on her nose bridge. She was the
elite, exclusive circle of saree-
goina spotters who could
precisely point out the material,
selling price, and actual value of
asareeor a piece of jewelry in
just one glance. They knew
exactly how many carats or
grams of precious stones or
metals the bride’s necklaces
and earrings make up. Ria’s
grandmother had flown from
Kolkata and beamed with joy
seeing her granddaughter
dressed in bridal finery. After all,
Ria had satisfied her dreams,
“want to see you married before
| die” sentiment. She had
played the role of matchmaker
in the family and was frustrated
at not being able to help Ria.
Only, Ria’s brother Tublu
looked a little crestfallen. He
was a sports lover and wanted
to pursue sports in college
much to the annoyance of his
dad. He had just received a five-
minute gyaan from his dad,
pointing to Rono, his elder
brother’'s son who had got
straight “As” in Harvard.

The American guests were
nattily dressed in dark suits and
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velvet gowns and were seated in the
front rows of the auditorium so that
they could have a good view of the
ceremonies. Many had seen the
movie “Monsoon Wedding” and
strained their neck to spot the D-0-0-l-
a-h on the horse. Some of them had
also seen Bollywood movies and
knew Indian weddings were
gorgeous and extravagant affairs. Of
course, all loved Tandoori chicken
and were hopeful that their wishes
would be fulfilled at the dinner.
Ladies jingled their colorful bangles.
Some were spotted with multiple
bindis on their foreheads while others
wrapped their head with Kashmiri silk
scarves pretending to be coy brides
(Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge
theme). Mrs. Banerjee had set up a
table near the entrance with all these
goodies for her American friends.
Only Jamie's father was spotted in an
Indian Kurta. After three failed
marriages he was hoping for a
Hindoo wedding to make the fourth
one would yield better result. He was
eager to chat with the priest about his
upcoming wedding.

The wedding ceremony began with
Boron (the Bengali tradition of
welcoming the groom with a conch
shell and ululation) The groom sat in
a luxury limousine and stepped into
the venue like a king about to marry
his queen. Mrs. Banerji accompanied
by her sisters and friends stood at the
entrance gate with a holy lamp,
sweets and water to welcome Rohit
and his family. However, things took a
turn for the absurd when the boron
began. Subhra Mashi, Mrs. Banerjee’s
sister, got a bit too enthusiastic with
the conch shell blowing and the
resulting cacophony sent the guests
scrambling for cover, with some of
the older aunties clutching their ears
in horror. Meanwhile, Ria’s maternal

cousins, the mischievous Sen sisters,
were busy playing pranks on the
unsuspecting borjatri (the groom's
party). They replaced Rohit’s fancy
wedding shoes with identical-looking
slippers that looked like they
belonged to the groom's toddler
nephew. The result was Rohit doing
an impromptu tap dance as he
walked to the dais, much to the
delight of the guests.

As the ceremony began, things only
got more chaotic. It was time for the
grand entry of Ria to the venue. She
was carried on a wooden plank by
her cousins and her brother Tublu,
her face covered with betel leaves. It
was a heavy duty job and at one point
it seemed Tublu would let go off the
Piri and he screamed “They should
have prepared us for this weight
lifting ceremony” Then the bride and
the groom were lifted high up and the
coy bride slowly removed the betel
leaves away from her face for
Subhodristi with blowing of the
conch shells and he relatives hooting
and shouting in delight.

It was time for Konya Daan. Dr.
Banerji's younger brother, Bhanu was
to do kanya daan but he was
nowhere to be found. As everyone
waited anxiously, Bhanu walked in
looking frazzled. As all heads turned
at him, Bhanu blurted out “It's the
police”! Apparently, Bhanu was
speeding over the Brooklyn bridge
thinking he would be late for the
ceremony when the cops pulled him
over. After checking his license and
registration, they asked the routine
question, if he knew he was
speeding. Bhanu was very intelligent
and asked the cops if he could show
them the trunk of his car. As the cops
led him to the back of the car and
opened the trunk, Bhanu pointed out
two or three large aluminum trays of
goat curry he had picked up from the
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local restaurant for wedding and said
that had he braked, all the gravy
would have spilled in the trunk. The
cops were bewildered. They sniffed
the mutton but decided to let him go
with a warning. Everyone clapped at
Bhanu's wit.

Then came the Saptapadi. Ria in her
feisty mood declared she was tired of
her heavy saree and jewelry and
insisted that they drop the ritual. The
priest was, determined to make the
wedding as authentic as possible.
Vigorously nodding his head while
his tiki swung like a pendulum, he
grabbed Ria and Rohit’s arms and
yanked them off from their seats. His
intentions were clear. He was not
going to be part of this barbarian
savage ceremony without Saptapadi.
It was a tense moment, but Ria had to
givein.

The food stalls were set up under
colorful tents, to serve the guests, and
were manned by catering manager,
Mr. Singh and Dr. Banerjee. The menu
was scrumptious, ranging from "fish
fry, tengri kebab, mutton biriyani,
mutton rogan josh, murgh musallam,
murgh dopiaza, butter murgh to
Mishti Doi and mishti paan. Mr Singh
took pride in displaying his menu. His
family business has run successfully
for 50 years catering to Indian
Americans in the Northeast. The
dining hall witnessed some tense
moments when the bride’s nervous
father posed the most important
question to the groom'’s parents as if
the honor of the Banerjee family was
at stake, “Did you like the food?” The
response was in the affirmative by Mr.
Das. Then there were other foodies in
the Borjatri whose verdicts were
important for the Banerjees. The
delicious menu, spices were just right,
mangsho ekutu besi tel chilo, they
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declared, like a veteran food critic.
Only Mrs. Das looked with disdain at
the lined-up dishes. “Where are the
veggies”? she cried, fearing she
would put on a few more pounds
before her son’s reception. When Mr.
Banerjee’s trembling finger pointed
out the lonesome paneer dish at the
end of the table, Mrs. Das hissed,
Ponir? Since when do the Bengalis
eat ponir? Chanar dalna kothai? she
barked.

At that moment, Mr. Singh jumped
right into the conversation. “Don’t
worry Madam Ji, | make chana dal for
you now”. Fearing a bloodbath, Mr.
Das forcibly whisked away his wife
from the scene.

Despite the chaos in the food arena,
Ria and Rohit exchanged their rings
before the wedding cake cutting
ceremony, surrounded by their loved
ones and a sea of delighted guests. At
one point, Rohit quipped, "l promise
to love Ria till death do us part, or until
she loses her temper and kills me,
whichever comes first." The guests
roared with laughter, and even the
normally serious priests couldn't help
but crack a smile. As they took their
first dance as husband and wife, the
crowd erupted into cheers and
applause, and the Banerjee family
beamed with delight. Rohit was a
novice in Bollywood dancing but
managed some impressive moves to
"Badtameez Dil". Ria’s friend Neely
brought the house down with her
rendition of " Sheila Ki Jawani. As the
night wore on, the dance floor
became a battle ground. The Sen
sisters and Rohit’s friends were
engaged in an epic dance-off to the
tune of "Dhak Dhak Karne Laga" from
the Bollywood hit film, Beta. The
competition was fierce. In the end, it
was a close call, but the “lehenga”
Squad emerged victorious.
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The night was young for the guests, but Mrs Banerjee was
determined to close off ceremonies with “Bidai”. Ria was tired and
she cried “l cannot fake tears Mom! | am too tired. Can we just put it
off? Mrs. Bannerjee was exasperated. She was not going to have Ria
spoil her well planned function.

“It won't be long Ria, | promise. Rohit will drive you only a block and
bring you back to the hotel. Now cheer up”.

As the ladies lined up for the Bidai, the and the band started playing
a sad tune, everybody realized they were too tired to fake tears. But
Subhra Mashi yelled

“I'am good at crying. | have acted in many stage shows in Kolkata.
Just follow me”

With this she broke into a sever howling and the ladies joined her.
Ria was bewildered and confused. Rohit grasped ger hand and led
her to the car. Mrs. Banerjee heaved a sigh of relief as the limousine
pulled out of the gate.
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DOWN
MEMORY
LANE

KOLKATA, INDIA ANUBHAB HAZRA

Author s a PhD scholar. Now working as Head of Department of Sanskrit, Calcutta Branch of S-VYASA
University.

In the softness of the evening and the south wind,
The memories left are still vivid in my mind.

In the poetry of how many ages and times,

Like a styleless poet, your life is in rhythm.

Build a small house in a deep corner of the mind,
Even today I fall in love with you again and again.
| am alone on this endless path of life,
Abhimanini, you still don't let me see you.

Even in the night of the storm, | still miss you very
much.

In pain, tears fall from the eyes.

You live happily in the mansion,

Arrows of homeless memories burst into my
chest.

From across the ocean comes your song,

May my life be bound to you.
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THE WOMAN

A TP DO R

BARASAT, INDIA ANAMIKA SAHA

As the dawn struck,

a ray of Sun kissed my forehead.

| stood up right on my unsteady legs.

| stood up right with my steady spine through time
immemorial.

| had walked through the reminiscences of time and
crawled through the ruins of civilizations holding you in
my womb.

At the stroke of every midnight | gasped for
breath,drenched my soul in the salinity of my solitude, but
still I stood up right to look into your eyes and walked
through ages of your egotism.

Still I held your hands tight to cross the darkest of the
paths.

You stripped me bare with the topple of your dice of
power. Still | stood steady, bathed in the light of my
esteem.

The more you throttled me to kill my voice,l became the
voice of the crowd.

The more you cage me,the more you strangle me, the
more you kill me, the more you burn me, | will rise from the
ashes to look into your eyes and scream out loud, | am the
woman . | am the power of your being.
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SECRET
SAUDADE

BARDHAMAN, INDIA SHAMBHUNATH KARMAKAR

Author is a PhD scholar in the Bengali Department of Visva-Bharati. The published books are
'Rabindrakabitai Bastudhwani, 'Sakkhate Bolbo, 'Prachin o Madhyajuger Kavyakalpodhara,, 'Jobaber
Bishonno Proloy'.

By the fire | learned to meditate.

Seedlings with daily false indulgences

Becomes alive as and turns to ashes again on the
wings of a bird.

Spreads golden fire on the seeds

A calm cloud in two eyes after getting a hint of the
way

Descended upon the unknown.

And like silent happiness | find in history
Immense fascination.

Remember this November with a bouquet of
flowers

The secret land of my failure in the thread!

By the fire | learned to meditate everyday.

In the song of the fountain and the sound of the
anklets

As the winter afternoon thrills,

Two eyes create the world in the shadows

And the hint of her dream.
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THE
MORNING OF
AUTUMN

HOWRAH, INDIA PIJUS KANTI SARKAR
Profession --Retired Teacher(Technical) R.K.Mission Ashram Narendrapur, Kolkata.Writings. -- Poems,

features, and short stories published in daily papers like Ai samay, Amritbazar, Anandabazar, Bartaman,
Pratidin and magazines like Naba Kallol, Suktara, Katha Sahitya, Grihashova etc.

Listen, Mom, on that night

I've told you a lot of words

But when hearing, the sleeping mood
Were following over Your eyes

As one after another, the tide of the river
So You couldn't follow me.

Now Autumn is at Our doorstep

So | further describe the same

If you run into the rain ‘illseguri'(drizzle)
So many diamonds glitter on your hair.
The days are passing by ---

| desired to fill your empty wishes
As like the Evergreen Autumn.
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A QUESTION

KOLKATA, INDIA ADITYA KUNDU
Author is a post graduate student in English at the University of Calcutta. He has won many accolades

both on digital and printed media.

A skeleton with a saber

Once in adream | saw!

I didn't feel as much fear

Save when he opened his large jaw;
| couldn't think which way to steer -

As | heard his teeth gnaw!

He chattered, "Stop there!

Escape plans you should withdraw.

I won't fill you with horror,

If you help me solve this jigsaw."

As he said so, my body stopped shivering,
And my mind invented some doubt:

| started slowly considering,

Should | scream, or should | shout?

But the idea began withering

As the bare structure blurted out,

"There's a question long lingering -

It's beyond the reach of my snout.

So | ask you this, wise being,

Has humanity died out?"

Suddenly a ringing noise penetrated

Straight into the holes of my ears,

Up sat | on my bed, profusely sweated!

The alarmclock was shaking fierce,

Declaring that the day had started.

Thus, to switch on my gears

Unwillingly from softness | castrated.

Standing before the mirror, | combed my hairs,
But an incomprehensible question made me look
frustrated;

And it kept disturbing me with silent, repeated whispers.
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THE GUIDING
ANGEL

MAUMEE, OH ASISH MUKHERJEE

A guiding angel is a nebulous thought that offers a mental staff to walk the path of life. It can be a
person, a concept, or even the Creator. | feel that the feeling springs from childhood experiences.

In the flicker of a flame afar
Like the lasting glow of a spent star
| feel your tender strength.

In the earthy scent of vernal rain
From a long forgotten dusty lane
| sense your tepid breath.

When classroom lessons old in time
Drift to me like a childhood rhyme
| can touch your mind.

Now tomorrow waits beyond the bend
Yesterdays stories have to end
But | know you're right behind.
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RADIANT
DURGA
PORTRAIT

HOUSTON, TEXAS
She is an 9-year-old 4th grader, lives in Houston with her family. She has a passion for the Taekwondo

and art. Deeply connected to her roots, she has a fondness for Rabindrasangeet. True to her Bengali
heritage, she relishes luchi and Kosha mangsho.

SANAYA DAS
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DEITY OF ALL
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EMBRACE OF
HEALING

ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN TANIMA BASU
She is a trained Bio-statistician working in Michigan Medicine.In daily life she uses data to tell the story
of the patients. She enjoys painting,taking nature's photography, and documenting moments of life.
Wishing you all a healthy and happy life. TV STSBz AFAE |
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